
  

Fix-Up 
Strategies 

 
Stop and think about 
what you have already 
read.  
 
Reread the material.  
 
Adjust your reading 
speed. Slow down if it 
doesn’t make sense.  
 
Make a connection to 
what you know, 
something you have 
read before, or 
something that has 
happened to yourself.  
 
Visualize. Create 
pictures in your mind.  
 
Use conventions of 
print.  
 
Notice patterns in the 
text structure.  

 

Clarifying WordsClarifying Words  
 

Identify the difficult  word. 
 

Why was the word difficult?  
 

A. I had trouble pronouncing it.  
 
B. I didn’t know what it meant.  

 
C. I didn’t know what it meant and I 

could not pronounce it.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Clarify the difficult  word. 
 
I tried the following strategies:  
 
! I checked the parts of the word 

that I knew.  
 
! I tried blending the sounds of 

the word together.  
 
! I identified the prefix, suffix, 

and root words.  
 
! I thought of another word that 

I have seen or heard before.  
 
! I read on to look for clues.  

 
! I tried another word that made 

sense.  
 
! I reread the sentence to see if 

the word I figured out made 
sense.   

 
 

CClarifying Ideaslarifying Ideas  
  

I d e n t i f y  t h e  c o n f u s i n g  I d e n t i f y  t h e  c o n f u s i n g  

s e n t e n c e ,  p a r a g r a p h ,  s e n t e n c e ,  p a r a g r a p h ,  

s e c t i o n ,  o r  c h a p t e r .s e c t i o n ,  o r  c h a p t e r .   

  
Why was the text confusing?   
 

A. I didn’t’ understand.  
B. I can’t figure it out.  
C. It doesn’t make sense.  
D. I don’t get it. 
E. This part isn’t clear because …… 

 

  

  

  

  

C l a r i f y  t h e  c o n f uC l a r i f y  t h e  c o n f u s i n g  I d e a ss i n g  I d e a s   

  
I tried the following strategies:   
 
! I reread the section I didn’t 

understand.  
! I read on to look for clues.  
! I thought about what I know 

about the topic.  
! I talked to someone.  
! I made a connection.  
! I stopped to think about what I 

have already read.  
! I used print conventions. 
! I asked myself questions:  

! What is the author 
trying to tell me?  

! Why is the author 
telling me that?  

! Does the author say it 
clearly?  

! How could the author 
have said things more 
clearly?  

 

 
 

Bookmarks adapted from Tovani (2000) and Oczkus (2003).  


