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Try to write the main idea in a word, phrase or short sentence. Include all the things 

you know and believe to be true about implementing Student Centers Activities 

successfully.
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Provide daily opportunities for high quality practice
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•Now we are going to talk about how to differentiate student centers
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•Assessment data should include:   DIBELS BM and/or PM; GRADE and 

Informal classroom assessments such as written response/student oral 

responses

•Preparation Time: Plan with grade-level team and divide up tasks

•Task Board/ Work Board to designate rotation to and from centers

•Routines/Procedures: This is when you teach students what materials (e.g., 

pencil) they bring to the center, how they leave the center for the next group of 

students (e.g., put completed work in designated bin and leave appropriate 

center materials ready for next group)

•Model: Routines, procedures, skills, strategies
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-Students learn not to interrupt teacher during center time

-What might this look like in your classroom? E.x.  Amy wore a lay and Susan 

used blocks as cues to remind students not to interrupt during small group 

instruction.
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•These skills are first taught in small group and once mastered, can be applied and 

extended in student centers.

Students can work in student centers while you teach at the teacher center.  The 

purpose of these student centers is to EXTEND student opportunities to practice the 

knowledge and skills that have been explicitly and systematically taught previously 

during whole group and differentiated instruction.

Here are some examples of the type of student centers you could establish in your 

room from the beginning to the end of the school year.  The centers are broad in scope 

and could be divided into as many as ten different sub-center activities.  The number 

and type of centers you establish depends upon:

•the specific instructional needs of your class. 

•the size of your class

•how often you introduce a new center activity to the class

•your class management skills
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•This is a typical 2nd grade classroom. These are the Fall DIBELS and GRADE 

scores.

•Let’s look at three students with different instructional needs and what might 

be the appropriate centers for each student.

•Turn and Talk  (10 Minutes)

•Look at the three students and think about their instructional needs and center 

activities to support these skills.
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ABC Center

-Geri is working on multisyllabic words; Susan is working on cvc patterns, 

open and closed syllables; Amy is working on onset-rime and blending 

activities

Fluency Center

-Susan is working on cvc pattern and sight words with speed drills; Amy is 

working in decodable readers for fluency

Reading

-Susan is practice reading decodable texts; Amy is reading leveled readers; 

Geri is reading chapter books and participating in a book club with peers

Writing

- Susan is listening to a story and using a graphic organizer to write beginning, 

middle and end; Amy is using a graphic organizer to  write main idea and 

details based on the leveled reader or anthology story; Geri is writing a 

persuasive essay based on the book she is reading in book club.
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•This is a group  of  3rd grade students.

•They each have different instructional needs.

•Work in a group of three and decide  how to match students to appropriate, 

robust, engaging centers and activities and describe the center activities that 

support these skills.
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Try to write the main idea in a word, phrase or short sentence. Include what you 

learned about implementing student center activities.
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